NARM OOC Policy and Application for Approval

The Midwives Model of Care (MMOC) is the foundation upon which the CPM credential is based. As evidenced by the NARM Job Analysis and both the Written and Skills test descriptions, all documented training for entry-level midwives is expected to be within this model. Globally, midwives work in many settings both to provide this level of care to women and babies, and also to train others in the benefits of this evidenced-based approach to maternity care. Sometimes training opportunities for students are not within the MMOC, but still provide beneficial opportunities for both students and the women they serve. NARM recognizes that births in these settings contribute to the midwife's overall experience, and NARM encourages these experiences as a supplement, but not substitute, for meeting the required clinical experiences as a PEP candidate.

As of January 1, 2009, prenatals, births, newborn exams, and postpartums attended in clinical sites outside of the United States and Canada may not be documented on the PEP forms as primary maternity care unless the site has been approved by NARM. Births attended at unapproved sites may only be counted as “active participant” on the PEP documentation. A list of approved sites will be available on the web at www.narm.org or by contacting NARM at 1-888-842-4784 or info@narm.org. A clinical site may apply for approval for primary maternity care by submitting an Out of Country Primary Clinical Site Application. Approval by NARM as an out-of-country clinical site does not constitute an endorsement of a particular site based on setting or conditions such as accommodations, sanitation or cultural customs, but rather as verification that the clinical training students receive is in accordance with the NARM guidelines for primary under supervision and the Midwives Model of Care.

Approval is valid for 5 years. All approved applications will be dates from the start date to renewal date. 
Out of Country Clinical site directors should fill out this form and submit it by e-mail to OOC@narm.org. Supporting documents may be faxed to NARM at 404-521-4052. Please add a cover sheet stating that the documentation is for an Out-of-Country Clinical Site Application and the name of the clinical site.
Out of Country (Outside of the US and Canada) 
Primary Clinical Site Application

Midwifery students seeking certification from the North American Registry of Midwives may seek training in clinical sites outside of the US and Canada (OOC sites). Students must be supervised by a qualified preceptor who is physically present in the room with the student when clinical skills are performed. Births attended by the student may count toward NARM certification requirements as Active Participant births if the student is able to perform various midwifery skills under the supervision of the preceptor, and if the preceptor is able to give instruction and feedback to the student before, during, and after the clinical experience. Births may count as primary births only if the conditions below are met and if the clinical site has received approval from NARM.

Conditions for approval:

1) The clinical site must provide or permit a supervisor meeting NARM’s definition of a preceptor to be physically present during all clinical skills performed by the student. The preceptor must be either a) a CPM, b) licensed by a governmental authority to provide obstetrical care, or c) a midwife with at least three year’s experience and 50 births as primary midwife.

2) The clinical site must allow the student, while under the direct supervision of a preceptor, to perform all aspects of midwifery care according to the Midwives Model of Care.
 The preceptor must be physically present during all clinical skills performed by the student. The student must be allowed to follow the Midwives Model of Care in evaluation and management of labor, birth, and postpartum. This model includes the ability to provide continuous hands-on physical and psychological support during the birth and postpartum period, minimal use of technological interventions only when needed, and the responsibility to evaluate and refer to additional health care providers when appropriate.

3) The clinical site must be clearly defined as either a hospital or an out-of-hospital (OOH) setting. An OOH setting may not have surgical facilities on site. A maximum of ten primary births may be listed on the NARM application from a hospital setting, and then only if the midwife is allowed to provide the midwives model of care within the hospital protocols. 
Application for Approval as an Out-of-Country Clinical Site for NARM PEP candidates

Name, address and phone number of the facility:
Website address (if no website, please email photos of site to ooc@narm.org):

Director of the obstetrical or midwifery department: name (including credentials) and e-mail
Director of students (or training program): name (including credentials) and e-mail
Is this a hospital setting (surgical facilities on site)? 
Typically, how many births occur in this facility per week? _______

How many are delivered by physicians? ______ Staff midwives?______ Students? ______

How often do you have students training in your facility? 
When students are present, are they allowed to take primary roles under supervision?
Does the birthing site provide preceptors for supervision, or does the student bring preceptors for that purpose?
Is a qualified preceptor always available, on site, to be in the room with the student?
What are the usual qualifications for preceptors who are available for supervision at the birthing site?
Is the student allowed to provide continuous care throughout labor, birth, and postpartum for each assigned laboring woman?
Is the student allowed to give primary care to more than one laboring woman at at time? _______ If so, how many laboring women would the student be responsible for at the same time? ___________ Explain how the student receives appropriate training if providing the Midwives Model of Care if she is caring for several laboring women at the same time:
Is the student, in consultation with the preceptor, allowed to make decisions regarding the laboring woman’s care (such as positioning, mobility, food and beverage, type of monitoring, use of IV fluids or medications, management of third stage)?

Are there additional responsibilities given to the student for most births? If yes, please describe:
Please indicate which, if any, of the following are standard procedures for most of your laboring and birthing women:

IVs

Labor Induction/Augmentation

Limited mobility during labor

Restricted intake of food and fluids

Active management of third stage

Pain medication

Episiotomy

Are there any other routine procedures?
Is the qualified preceptor available to provide instruction and feedback on the student's behavior, skills, and judgment, before, during, and after the births?

 

Are physicians also supervising the care given by midwives? ______ are they onsite? ______

In any given week when students are present, how many of the following clinicals are they likely to perform as primary midwife under supervision:
Prenatal exams ______

Birth_____

Newborn exams _____

Postpartum exams ____

How long does the patient usually remain in the facility prior to discharge for a normal birth? Is the student allowed to continue care during that period?
Does the program also allow for home births as part of the offered training? If yes, who supervises the students at a home birth?

How long does the typical American student stay for training at your site? 

Please submit two student references who attended site in the last year.

NARM requires that all OOC clinical sites provide students with an opportunity to provide feedback to the clinical site on their experience. Please provide a copy of the Evaluation Form that is available to the students training at your site.

The application will be evaluated by the NARM Board. There may be follow-up questions. Clinical sites will be notified of their status, and a list will be posted on the NARM website at www.narm.org.

OOC Clinical Site categories of approval:

1) Approved for all aspects of required clinical documentation, including primary under supervision for NARM PEP candidates;

2) Approved for active participant and primary under supervision for NARM PEP candidates for hospital births only;

3) Approved only for births as an active participant, but not for births as a primary midwife

4) Not approved for any clinical documentation

� � HYPERLINK "http://cfmidwifery.org/mmoc/define.aspx" �http://cfmidwifery.org/mmoc/define.aspx� 
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